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calendars are arranged in order from most important to least important. Bills on more 
important calendars are considered first, with bills on less important calendars handled 
if time remains during the legislative session. If a bill affects only a specific county, city, 
or other local government, it is sent to the Local and Consent Calendars Committee 
rather than the Calendars Committee. This standing committee determines when local 
and consent bills are considered by the whole Texas House and how long a bill is to be 
debated. The Rules and Resolutions Standing Committee performs a similar function 
for memorials and other resolutions.

Regardless of whether a bill is assigned to one of the seven calendars by the 
Calendars Committee or the Local and Consent Calendars Committee, any bill or res-
olution may be shifted by the Texas House to a more important (or faster) calendar by 
a two-thirds vote. Because the Texas House has the ability to move a bill to a different 
calendar than the one assigned by one of the calendar-oriented committees, the exact 
calendar a bill is assigned to is not as important as one might expect.

Calendars in the Texas Senate

The calendar committees is one of the key differences between the Texas Senate 
and the Texas House. In the Texas Senate, there is no special calendar committee and 
only one calendar exists, with bills listed in the order they were formally introduced. 
However, the Texas Senate almost never considers bills in this order. Instead, it has 
developed a trick that allows senators to change the order of consideration. The first bill 
introduced each session is known as a blocking bill, or stopper—a bill that is introduced 
not to be passed but merely to hold a place at the top of the Texas Senate calendar. This 
bill prevents bills below it on the calendar from being considered. Like the Texas House 

  Table 4.3  	� Calendars in the Texas House of Representatives  
(Most Important to Least Important)

Calendar Purpose

Emergency Emergency bills; also used for taxation and appropriation bills

Major State Important bills with statewide impact

Constitutional Amendments Amendments to the Texas Constitution

General State Bills with statewide impact deemed less important than those designated “Major State”

Local, Consent, and Resolution Bills involving activities of specific counties, cities, and other governments; 
noncontroversial resolutions

Resolution Votes in which the Texas House offers an opinion on some topic but passes no bill on it

Congratulatory and Memorial House resolution expressing gratitude or thanks to some person or recognition of some 
event, but no bills passed on the matter

Source: Compiled by the authors from data available at Texas House of Representatives, House Calendars, www.house.state.tx.us/help/calendar/ (accessed 
August 29, 2014).

Blocking bill
a bill regularly introduced in 
the Texas Senate to serve as 
a placeholder at the top of the 
Senate calendar; sometimes  
called a stopper.

http://www.house.state.tx.us/help/calendar/

